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About me
Alexandre Le Voci Sayad is a Brazilian journalist, novelist and educador, 
focused on media literacy and innovation in education. He currently 
serves as international co-chairman of the UNESCO MIL Alliance and 
director of the consultancy ZeitGeist, focused on media, culture and 
education. 

He is columnist at Revista Educação magazine and Canal Futura 
website. He also hosts the “Idade Mídia” TV show on Canal Futura, and 
ABC da Notícia, with Maria Cristina Poli, on Radio Bandeirantes. He is 
author and co-author of several books on the field of media literacy.  

Sayad is also a member of the scientific board of Comunicar Magazine 
(Universidad de Huelva, Spain) and the consultancy board of 
Educamídia teachers training (Palavra Aberta Institute and Google 
initiative). He recently joined as a board member of the IC4ML 
(International Council for Media Literacy). 

He is part of the researchers team on Artificial Intelligence (A.I), Ethics 
and Education of PUC (Pontifical Catholic University). 



What do we do?

- Research 

- Project development 

- Teachers Training 

- Advocacy 
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Is “Press Freedom” enough to guarantee a 
healthy media environment and the principle of 

the democracy?



According to a 2021 ABERT research

• 230 letal attacks against Brazilian journalists. 

• Raised 21.69 % comparing to 2020. 

• According to FENAJ, the President himself is the main agressor at 34% of 
the the non-letal cases.  

• “The attacks are strategic planned”. 

• According to RWB, Brazil is currently on the 111th position of the Global 
Rank, considered “red zone”.



Quick View on Misinformation
2022 holds Presidential Elections

• According to AVAAZ, 7 out of 10 Brazilian citizens took “fake news” 
seriously during Covid-19 pandemic. 

• According to DataFolha Institute, 81% of the Brazilian believes that social 
media needs to ban “fake news”. 

• Fake News Bill on Parliament is controversial 

• Supreme Court is acting to regulate Social Media during elections - 
mainly Telegram.



What concepts and practices are under MIL 
“umbrella” concept?

} Media Education 
} Representation in Media 
} Educommunication 
} Media Literacy 
} Science Literacy 
} News Literacy 
} Digital Skills 
} Cyberculture / Internet 
} Internet and Private Policies 
} Information Science 
} Library Sciences 
} Public Policies on Childhood, Youth, Education, Communication and Technology  
} Games and Virtual Currency 
} Cinema / Audiovisual Education 
} Freedom of Expression 
} Press Freedom 
} ICT and Ethics 
} Artificial Intelligence





UNESCO and MIL 

Media and Information Literacy (MIL) means that citizens understand the role and functions of 

media and other information providers, and possess basic skills to analyse and use  media and 

information for self expression, to become independent learners/critical thinkers and to participate 

in the professional, governance and democratic processes of their societies.



Media Ecology  
War of Narratives 







Korczak / Freinet



How can we make democracy 
stronger within a scenario like that?

3 Points



Symbiotic Relation

Press Freedom and MIL 



Overcome “instrumental” view 
fo technology

Digital is language and culture



Pierre Lévy
(University Paris VIII)

• “Pushing buttons” classes 

• Orality, Writing and Digital (computational thinking) 

• Technology as Culture 

• “Les Technologies de l’intelligence”.



Yuk Hui
Philosopher and Engineer

• We must think technology under the light of diversity. 

• “There is not an unique technology, but what I call  technodiversity – a 
diversity cosmotechnics that are different from each other in its values, 
epistemolgy and existence”.  

• “Tecnodiversity”. 

• Technology can set you free and  
is humanistic.



Timbalada /Eletrotimba



Artificial Intelligence Algorithms
CRITICAL POINT 



About A.I

- First papers and practices are back on 1950s - Allan Turing 

- A.I is not the same field as robotics  

- Machine Learning, Deep Learning and Neural Networks are the main models 

- Supervised Learning, Non-supervised Learning and Reinforcement Learning are other models 

- Nowadays, there is A.I from chatbots and bank loans simulations to self-driving cars 

- There is nothing to do with Sci-Fi, like “Blade Runner” 

- There is no “singularity” or “consciousness” until now related to A.I 

- Algorithms are made by human data scientists; they have bias 

- Social Representation, Privacy and Surveillance are sensible issues 



Video-Criaturas 
Otavio Donasci



CV Dazzle
By Adam Harvey



Anti-drone scarf
By Adam Harvey



Doing research on Vietnam



WE ARE A COUNTRY, NOT A WAR
VIETNAM



Systemic View
MIL as a Lifelong Learning Culture



Education in multiple networks and open 
curricula

City curricula 
Digital / Media  curricula 

School curricula



MIL Cities: Connecting formal, non-formal 
and informal educations

} Communication and Education can create a local 
lifelong learning ecosystem



Educating Cities - Main Proposals 

} Established by the cities that were represented at the 1st 
International Congress of Educating Cities, held in Barcelona 
(Spain) in 1990. 

} Information Society: You can learn anywhere, everywhere - 
How to strength experiences and public policies? 

}  Based on articulation, collaboration and integration among 
public, private and social organisations. 

} Cidade Escola Aprendiz:  “Neighbourhood as a School”  
recognised by Harvard University as a case of city innovation.



Theorizing: Educating Cities to MIL Cities
} You can be Media and  

Information educate 
everywhere 

} Technology as a tool to 
improve access and quality 
of learning processes 

} MIL and clarity as a goal for 
local administration 

} Collaboration, integration 
and articulation of the variety 
of curricula and initiatives



What a MIL City looks like?
} Layer One - Developing Infra-structure: 

Free Wifi broadband should be provided 
in public 

} Layer Two - Implementing eGovernment 

} Layer Three - Building Intelligence trough 
Big Data 

} Layer Four - Engaging Local Media 

} Layer Five - Fostering Public Events on 
MIL 

} Layer Six - Creating a City Curriculum 

} Layer Seven - Creating innovative 
Certification and Recognition



Disinfodemic Guide

• In English, Spanish, Portuguese 
and French; available for free 
download at UNESCO website.



LIFELONG LEARNING



LIFELONG LEARNING



Thank you. 

}         @alexandre.sayad 

}         @alevoci 

}       Alexandre Le Voci 
Sayad 

} alevoci@gmail.com 

} alexandresayad.com
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